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Rolleiflex SL 66 E/SL 66 - The C~ 
Today the 6 x 6 medium-format is being adop
ted in all fields of photography. Whether it's 
used for professional studio work or leisure pho
tography, for macro work, photomechanical re
production or projection in large lecture halls, 
the 6 x 6 format is the most sensible compromise 
between what a 35 mm camera cannot offer
high-quality reproduction - and the speed and 
convenience not available with a large-frame 
camera. 
For decades, the name "Rollei" has been a by
word for the most advanced photographic tech
nology, especially in the medium-format range. 
The best example of this is the legendary twin
lens Rolleiflex 2.8 F. This proud claim is suppor
ted by the Rolleiflex SL 66 and the sophisticated 

* Rollei HFT is d 

Rolleiflex SL 66 E. All the advantages of the 6 x 6 
format are incorporated in these models. Thus, 
the Rolleiflex SL 66 E is the only 6 x 6 camera in 
the world to have TTL exposure metering (fol
low-up principle) built into the camera body, 
with LED indicators and internal TIl flash measu
rement. 
Together with the Rollei HFT®* range of high
quality lenses, specially developed for Roliei by 
Carl Zeiss, Oberkochen, and the extensive sy
stem accessories, the Rolleiflex SL 66 E and SL 
66 put all the creative possibilities of modern 
photography within the reach of both the pro
fessional photographer and the demanding 
amateur. 



eative LeaCi in Me ium-Format 



Rolleiflex SL 66 E and SL 

nterchangeable: 
magazines and cassettes. 

The system that opens up all the opportunities 
for creative photography. It's trouble-free~ 
reliable, precise. 

Interchangeable: 
viewing heads and 
focusing screens. 



66 - The Flexible System 
Rolleiflex - the system built on the successful 

sign principle that the features you always 
Jed are built in, while the elements that have 

to be variable are light and easily interchan
geable. 

I ntercha ngea ble: 
lenses. , . ..".,-.-,. 

Interchangeable: 
filters and lens hoods. 

The professiona l mechanism of the Rol 
leiflex SL 66 E and SL 66 works with 
the maximum precision. W ith the ad
ded feature of electronic exposure 
contro l, the Ro lleifl ex SL 66 E is a prime 
example of the latest photogra phic 
technology and is al so suitable for ex
treme photographic requirements. 



Catch for the magazine bock. 

Picture counter 
for 12 or 24 exposures 

Magazine 

Release catch for changing 
the viewing head. 

The Basis of the 
The camera body is the centrepiece of the who
le Rolleiflex system. It is functional, clearly mar
ked and incorporates the latest camera techno
logy. The SL 66 E's unique electronic metering 
makes it the ideal camera for all those who put 

Lens double bayonet mount for ® 
lens accessories or Retromounting. 

Built-In and mac-
ro range. SOmm The depth of 
field can be extended (see .e.age 101 by 
tilting the lens holder up to w. 



I Perfect System 
their faith in professional equipment and still 

Rotary knob for setting distance and 
depth of field. 

ant the convenience of modern exposure tech
. logy. Even when the batteries are flat, the ca

mera is fully functional, except exposure mete
ring. 

It may be used for the four most important 
lenses: 
with focal length~ of 50, 80, 150 and 
250mm . . 

Exposure ad justment knob 

Electronic TIL exposure metering with 
LED indication in the viewfinder. The five 
coloured LEOs precisely indicate over- or 
under-exposure (redl or correct exposu-
re (greenl; the yellow LED lights up when • 
the exposure changes by approximately 
half a stop. The built-in electronic expo

Depth-of-field scale 

Distance scale 

are automatically incorporated in the 
measurement. The exposure electronics 
are fully operational with all the viewfin-
der systems. 
Exposure adjustment knob (up to ±1 V2 
stops) e. g. for photography with back 
lighting 

sure system also gives reliable exposu
res in difficult photographic conditions 

• Built-in automatic flash with through-the
lens flash measurement (see page 171. 
DIN/ ASA setting on the interchangeable (e. g. in telephoto or close-up work) since • 

angle of view and time increase factors magazine. 



Unique: the Built-i 

Retro-mounting® 
The lenses of the Rolleiflex SL 66 E and SL 66 (f4/ 
50 mml, f2.8/80 mm, f5.6/120 mml are designed in 
such a way that they can also be mounted with the 
front lens towards the camera - in the Retro-moun
ting®. The advantage of this feature is that it gives an 
increased image scale without the use of attach
ments (e. g. up to 3: 1 with the 50 mm wideangle lens!. 

With the Rolleiflex SL 66 E and SL 66 you can take 
pictures in the close-up and macro ranges without 

Building the bellows into the camera body has 
three definite advantages: 

1. Subject distances are shorter, even with 
long-focus lenses Ie. g. 60 cm with a focal length 
of 150 mml. 

Shorter subject distance 
The full extension of the bellows is 50 mm. With the 
normal f2.8/80 mm lens, the range 1 m to 00 is span
ned by a shift of only 7.5 mm in the bellows. The re
maining 42.5 mm extension is available for close-up 
photography. The slide rail shows the magnification 
factors and the exposure value corrections for three 
lenses (80, 120, and 250 mm!. (The exposure correc
tions are automati
cally incorporated in 
the SL 66 E exposure 
metering system!. 
Precision photogra
phy is facilitated by 
an added millimetre 
scale. 

extra equipment. For the picture on the left, the lens 
was mounted in the Retro-position®. 



n, Tiltable Bellows 
2. Close-up and macro photography are possi

e without accessories, especially with the lens 
ounted in the Retro-position®. 

3. The depth of field can be extended (the 
"Scheimpflug effect") by tilting the bellows. 

Unique among medium-format SLR came
ras: extended depth of field by applying 
the Scheimpflug* principle. 
On the Rolleiflex SL 66 E and SL 66, the bellows can 
be tilted vertically by up to 8° in relation to the film 
plane. This allows a considerable increase in the 
depth of field without stopping the lens down - e. g. 
when poor lighting conditions require a large aper
ture, or when the spatial depth is greater than the 
depth of field obtainable with the smallest aperture. 

The Scheimpflug principle states that if the planes of 
the subject, lens and film converge, the resulting ima
ge wil l be sharp overall. 

With full aperture and an 8° tilt of the 2.8/80 mm 
lens, it is possible to form a sharp image of an ap
proximately flat subject viewed at an angle between 

The Scheimpflug principle is particularly useful in 
photographing vertical subject surfaces, e. g. in ar
chitectural photography (for building frontages, fa
cades and walls), in art history (for frescoes, ceiling 
paintings etc.), and in advertising. Subjects that are 
not flat can be brought into sharp focus by additio
nal stopping down. 

* Theodor Scheimpflug 11865-1911) 

about 0.87 m and 00 (without the lens'tilt the depth of 
field obtainable with full aperture would only be 
from 40 m to 00). 



Peak Performance 
Even the best camera system is only as effective 
and versatile as the range of lenses it uses. 
This is why the new generation of lenses from 
Carl Zeiss, Oberkochen, represent everything 
that "made in Germany" precision workmanship 
has come to mean. These are the lenses for the 



Seen Obiectively 
RolleiHex SL 66 system. With nine different focal 

ngths, they open up a whole new w o rld of 
.reative photography. 
Twelve different lenses with focal lengths from 
30 to 1 000 mm are available. The multicoating 
on these Rollei HFT® lenses cuts out refl ections, 

increases the amount of light reach ing the fi lm 
and heightens contrast and co lour brilliance in 
the image. Thus, these lenses ca n rightly be de
signated HFT lenses (HFT = High Fidelity T rans
fer, fo r optimum image rep roductionl. 

Zeiss Lenses for the Rolleiflex SL 66 E and SL 66 

Ang le off Maximum Subiect distance Maximum Weight 
Lens range view Construction length (to lens) diameter approx 

F-Distagon f 3,5130 mm 3,5- 22 180° 115,5mm 00 - Ocm 108mm 1130g 

Distagon f 4/40 mm 4- 32 88° 125 mm 00-0,6cm 104mm 1218g 

Distagon f 4/50 mm 4-32 75° 94 mm 00_ 5cm 79mm 555g 

2,8-22 52° 63 mm 00 - 16cm 79mm 300g 

5,6- 45 36° 91 mm 00 - 35cm 79mm 435g 

4- 32 29° 94,5mm 00 - 60cm 79mm 545g 

5,6-45 18° 143 mm 00 - 1,53m 79mm 665g 

5,6-45 9° 308 mm 00_ 6m 100mm 1640g 

4-32 52° , 86 mm 00 - 16cm 82mm 638g 

4-32 29° 94 mm 00 - 60cm 82mm 705g 

8-64 4,5° 766 mm 00 - 21 m 218mm 8740g 

407 mm 00 - 22 m 250mm 16500g 

All the lenses are made by Carl Ze iss, Reg istered trade mark: Ro llei HFT. to provide the additiona l functions of 
Oberkochen, W . Germany or by Rol lei The lenses fi t both the Rolleiflex SL 66 the SL 66 E. N . B. This does not apply 
Fototechnic G mbH under licence from and the SL 66 E. SL 66 lenses can be to lenses with 500 mm or 1 000 mm fo-
Carl Zeiss. converted by Ro llei Fototechnic GmbH cal length. 

*) Filter turret w ith grey filters Ava ilable from Autumn 1983: a tele-
canverter for the SL 66 E and SL 66 to 
double the focal length of the lenses. 







. The Right Focusing Aid for Every Job 
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o Clear focusing screen with central 
patterned rangefinder a rea. W ith "in
stant sharpnessH 

- swift transition from a 
flickering outline to full clarity of detail. 
T rouble-free fOCUSing, even in poor ligh
ting conditions. The screen has an en
graved line grid. 

• Clear focusing screen without aids. 
Used mainly in portra it work. This screen 
has no central focusing aid 10 circle), as 
such a feature would be disturbing in 
portrait photography. Engraved line grid. 

o 

., Clear focusing screen with central 
rangefinder wedge. Extremely useful for 
rapid and precise focusing on vertical 
image lines, e. g. in arch itectural photo
graphy. The screen has an engraved li
ne grid. 

o Clear focusing screen with central 
clear spot. Specially developed for clo
se-up work and macrophotography. 
With cross-hairs and a millimetre scale in 
the clear spot. The screen has an engra
ved line grid. 

( 
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" G round glass screen. Finely ground 
glass surface without additional focusing 
aids. Ideal for precision monitoring of 
sharpness in close-up work and macro
photography. 

o Clear focusing screen with central 
rangefinder pattern and wedge for maxi
mum precision focusing with vertical lines. 
FOCUSing criterion : flicker-free picture. 



The Ideal VieYl for Every Job 

o 

o Standard folding viewing head. For 
a downward view of the screen image, 
with interchangeable magnifier 1+3 to 
-3 dioptresl: 2.5 x magnification. 

Folding viewing head with framefin
aero For a downward view of the screen 
image, with supplementary framefinder . 
for direct viewing. The frame is designed 
to match the 80 mm lens and can be 
adapted for 150mm and 250mm focal 

lengths by removing the hood of the vie
wing head and fitting masks. The magni
fiers are interchangeable !from +3 to -3 
dioptresl. Their magnification is 2.5 X. 

., Rotating prism head. With 45° eye
piece. The image is shown upright and 
the right way round. On rotation, the 
head engages in four positions at 90° to 
each other. The eyecup can be remo
ved. 

o Rigid magnifying head. Increases 
image contrast. Achromatic magnifying 
lens with 2.5 x magnification. Eyepiece 
correction from +0.6 to -2.1 dioptres. 
Removable eyecup . 

" Prism head for sports photography 
with dioptre correction and two inter
changeable framefinders on a special 
lens hood. 



The Right Magazine for Every Job 

08 Universal 1201220 magazine for 
photographs in the 6x6 format. Film sen
sor for stopping the film automatically at 
frame 1. Counter for 12 or 24 exposures, 
"film loaded" indicator. Storage com
partment for magazine drawslide. For 
better monitoring, the magazine release 
knob can be heard and seen to spring 
out again after the last frame. The maga
zine back is double-latched to prevent 
accidental opening. An additional but
ton allows the film to be wound up befo-
re it reaches the end. . 

eo Universal 1201220 magazine for 
photographs in 4.5x6 horizontal format 
land 4 x 41. Apart from the format and 
picture counter 116 or 32 exposures), the 
specification is the same as for the 6 x 6 
universal magazine. Important when 
using the 4 x 4 format: the slides fit into 
5 x 5 frames as ·Superslides". Viewfinder 
masks are supplied with them. 

e Cassette adapter which makes it 
possible to use sheet film and plates in 
the 6.5 x 9 format. Fitted with easy-to
change individual cassettes. 

o Sheet film cassette. Designed for 
both sheet film and plates. Gives a 6 x 6 
image on 6.5x9 material. 

• Ground glass screen cassette. Inter. 
changeable with the sheet film cassettl 
for focusing directly on the film plane. 

e Polaroid magazine. For eight 6 x 6 
photographs on 8.3 x 10.8 cm Polaroid 
pack film, types 107, 108, 667, 668 and 
665. . 



Unique: nL-flash metering 
The Rolleiflex SL 66 E has a bu ilt-in automatic 
lash system: through-the-Iens flash exposure 

.netering. This is a unique feature in medium-for
mat SLR cameras. 

For optimum flash exposure metering, the light 
measurement is taken over by a built-in sensor 
which registers the light reflected from the film 
surface during the exposure. The special flash 
control electronics (mounted in the external 
C 70 flash adapter) meters out the required 
amount of light for the particular subject. 

The Rolleiflex SL 66 E works automatically in 
conjunction with the Metz 45 CT 5 and 60 CT 2 
electronic flash units. In this way, highly accura
te exposure metering is possible, especially in 

macro work, where measurement and flash light 
distribution can often cau-se problems. Even ti 
me-increase factors for extension tubes etc. are 
automatically incorporated in the measurement. 
With the built-in flash exposure meter you can 
react quickly and successfully to all lighting con
ditions - your photographs will always come 
out right. 



Slide copying attachment 
Two slide copying attachments are avai
lable for making duplicate slides and 
cropped enlargements. They are desi
gned for 7 x 7 slides 16 x 6 to 4.5 x 6 cm) 
and 5x5 slides 112x 17to 24x36mm 
and 4 x 4 cm!. The appropriate copying 
attachment is used in conjunction with 
the extension bellows. With internal flash 
metering, the Rolleiflex SL 66 E is 
particularly suitable for copying slides. 

Masteryi 
Close-up photography is becoming more and 

. more popular. In scientific research (e. g. biolo
gy and medicine), macrophotography plays a 
important part in the actual research work and 
in documentation. 
All the extra equipment needed for macropho-

Focusing rack 
The focusing rack makes it easier to work 
from a tripod. The distance from the sub
ject can be continuously and smoothly 
altered. The rack facilitates backward 
and forward movement in still life photo
graphy, in copying work and in macro
and micro-photography. The rack is a ri
gid twin-rail design with an operational 
track length of 16 cm. 

for the Rolleiflex SL 
66 E 66 are 40 mm and 80 mm 
long respectively. The two tubes can be 
combined. 

Universal extension tube set 
By means of a twin-cable release, this 
accessory preserves the automatic aper
ture feature of the lenses, even with the 
Retro-mountinge or when using the ex-

Extension bellows 
The extension bellows carries on where 
the built-in camera bellows stops. The 
maximum extension is 25 cm. Combined 
with the built-in bellows on the Rolleiflex 
SL 66 E or SL66, this accessory gives 
over 30 cm total extension. 

tension tubes or the extension belllovlfS 
The set consists of four parts that 
combined in pairs: the lens ad(lpt4,r 
the 40 mm or 80 mm extensions 
an adapter ring for using filters and 
hoods in the Retro-mounting-. 

Special lenses 
Magnifying lenses for extreme macro
photography are available from seve 
manufacturers Ie. g. Zeiss and Leitzl. 
With the Zeiss Luminars, for example, 
combined with extension tubes and the 
extension bellows, you can obtain an 
image scale of more than 20: 1. 



Close-Up 
tography is available with the SL 66 E and 

L 66. This includes extension tubes, focusing 
.:.lcks, an extension bellows with supplementary 

parts and a slide copying attachment. 

Accessories for the extension bellows 
Macro stage with diffusing screen for photography by direct, 
transmitted or oblique light. 
Fine focusing control for macro stage and extension bellows. 
This accessory permits precise, minute corrections to the plane 

. of sharp focus. 
Two vibration dampers prevent vibration during focusing and 
during photography with long bellows extensions. 

threadl to enable 
any desired make to be 

used. Maximum transmission aperture: 
58mm. 



Filters, Soft-Focus, Lens Hoods 
The filters have multiple bayonet mountings, size 
VI, and can be combined with lens hoods. 

Filters for black and white photography: 
yellow, green, orange, light red, infrared 
and UV. 

Filters for colour photography: colour 
conversion filter R 1.5, to el iminate colour 
shifts, especially blue tint. 

Special-size filters - available for the ex
treme wide-angle f4/40 mm lens (m id
yellow) and the f5.6/500 mm telephoto 
lens (m id-yellow!. 

Rolleipol circular polarizing filter: to cut 
out non-metallic reflections Ie. g. from 
water, glass and carnished surfaces!. It 
fits all lenses from 50 to 250 mm focal 
length. Zeiss Softar I and II soft-focus at
tachments for stressing highlights in still 
life photography and for a soft effect in 
portrait photography. 
Filter foil holder: for use with the large 
selection of economy filter foils available 
(e. g. Kodak Wratten or Agfa AK filters!' 

Normal lens hood: suitable for six lenses 
from 80 to 250 mm. 

Wide-angle lens hood for Distagon 
50mm.· 

Special lens hood: with holder for inter
changeable framefinder lin conjuncti9n 
with the Rolleiflex prism head [see page 
15)!. 

A compendium for different focal lengths 
is available for special photographic si
tuations. 

Handgrip and Quick Tripod Coupling 
The handgrip for the Rolleiflex SL 66 E 
and SL 66 makes the camera easier to 
operate: with the left hand you hold the 
camera and operate the focusing knob 
and cable-release, while the right hand 

works the shutter control and fast-wind 
crank. 
The handgrip is easily connected to the 
camera body by means of the quick-re
lease coupling and is fitted with a uni
versal accessory shoe (e. g. for a flash 
unit) and with a tripod bush with 1/4" and 

8" thread. 

Q uick tripod coupling 
This is permanently screwed on to the tri
pod, allowing the camera to be atta
ched and removed rapidly. The camera 
can also be screwed directly to the tri
pod, using the 3/8" bush. 



Cases and containers 

Cases 
ver-ready case 
ade of solid block leather, suitable for 

the normal f2.S/S0 mm lens. 

Soft Leather bag 
for the camero fitted with lenses of 50 to 
150mm focal length. 

Leather lens cases 
for 40 mm-500 mm lenses. 

Aluminium combination case 
Protected from dust and damp by rubber 
seals. The dividers of the podded com-

partments are movable: the space can 
be organized to suit the user's own set of 
equipment. 



SL66E and SL66 

Sl66 E Sl66 
Type 

Single-lens reflex camera for Single-lens reflex 
6x6formatwith built-in camerafor6x6 
exposure metering and TTL flash format. 
metering. 

Body Black Blackl chrome 

Built-in Vertically tiltable by ±Bo; 50 mm extension, with 
bellows sca les for magnification factor and exposure correction. 

Extended laccording to the Scheimpflug principle) by tilting 
depth the bellows, self-locking in the central and two end 

positions. 

Shutter Vertical-travel focal-p lane shutter, 1-1/1 OOOs and B. 

Exposure TTL exposu re metering, centre- With external exposure 
weighted integral measurement meter. 
by three silicon photocells. 
Exposure indication in the 
viewfinder by means offi ve 
light-emitting diodes, exposure 
error warning by LED indicator. 
Exposu re adjustment switch for 
- 1.5 to + 1 .5 EV steps. Multiple exposure 
Multiple exposure facility. facility 

Flash Synchronization: 1/30 second X-connection Synchronization: 1/30 
photo- for electronic flash and studio flash equip- second. X-connection 
graphy ment up to 1/30 second . for electronic flash 

For shorter times, lenses with leaf shutters are and studio flash 
available. equipmentupto 1130 
Through-the-Iens flash measurement when second. For shorter 
using automatic flash equipement. times, lenses with leaf 
Hot shoe with central contact on the left-hand shutte rs are available. 
side of the camera. Hot shoe on the left-

hand side of the camera. 

View-
Folding view ing head with magnifier 12.5 times), interchangeable with rigid magnifying head and prism finder 

systems head; pneumatically damped swinging mirror with prerelease. 

Lenses Zeiss lenses with 30 mm - 1 000 mm focal length, some usable in Retromounting;® special lenses 
with built-in leaf shutter IBO and 150 mml. 

Dimensions HxWxL: 118x 150x 173mm 1 18 x 150 x 175 mm 
w ith f2.BIBO mm len s with f2.8/80 mm lens. 

-
Weight approx. 1900 g with lens approx. 1930 g with lens. 

Technical modifications reserved . 



The Rollei System and Accessories 

1\ 

1/ 
l oJ Mirotor 

f5.6/1000 

Tele-Tessarf8.0/1 000 

lens Hoods 

Universal 
extension tube set. 

I I 

o M;'m,,,p,~JJ BOmm 40 mm extension tube 
extension tube 

~ ~ 1 ~ ~:~I;"g ~
. Camero 

I coupling 
, adopter ~ ~ odopter 

r--llllllrr:::::;:~7:;:Th~~"...,~S~li~d~e~COPYing~ottochments MstoOOcro = = :OJ====DW== = 
II ~ Extension bellows 

Fine focusing control 

S-Planar 
f5 .6/120 

F-Distagon f3.5/30 

Distagon f4.0/40 

Distagon f4.0/50 

Planar f2.8/80 

Son nor f4.0/ 150 

Adopter for 0 
magnifying lenses 

I Specimen slides 

~A ~~. ?s3l§J "'-'----'-~ 
Focusing slide for bellows unit Sonner f5.61250 

Front bayonet ring 'I~:;=::C=:=;:£::====:=JC===n-LJ I ~ 
Magnifying head 

Prism head 

Pair of vibration dampers 

lens ado pter 

DJ G'D'D DG0G 
uri 

Folding viewing head Clear focusi ng screen 

[][] 
Sl66 E/Sl66 with standard lens Magazine Magazine 

Soft-focus lenses Cossette fo r sheet film or plates 

Filters UV Filters 

Handg rip with shutter release 

Electronic flash 
IMetzi 

System adopter C 70 
IMetzi 

o 
Ever-ready case 

Pola ro id Magazine 

[] 
Co rryi ng stro p 

Other accessories: ring flash for special photography and underwater housing (information available). 

Sonnarf4.0/150 

Distagon f4 .0/ 80 

Framefinder for 
sports photography 

~ollei 



The ideal companion to the Rolleiflex SL 66 E 
and SL 66: The Rollei P 66.S automatic slide pro
jectOr. With interchangeable lenses from 
110 mm to 400 mm focal length. 
Autofocus for automatic sharpness adjustment, 
24 V 1250 W halogen lamp, continuoLls control 

., 
,; ,. 
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.Rollel Fototechnic GmbH have set th~mselves 
,the tosk of producing first-class photographic 
equipment for professional p~otogrophers and 
demanding amateurs. We meet their high stan
dards with top-performance cameras from 
35lTim cameras to the 6 x 6 format, with a range 

of lamp brightness, heat protection filter, ali-me
tal housing, remote operation, timer. Connec
tion for infrared remote operation. Perfect pro
jection with dissolve using two Rollei P 66 S pro
jectors connected to the MD 216 dissolve con
trol unit. 

of special quality lenses and accessories and 
with technically superior slide projectors. 
Rollei Service guarantees that you can make U" 

of all the advantages of the Rollei range, whe 
veryou are. 

~1eI 
fototechnic 
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