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'TOKYO GOODIES' by TOM ABRAHAMSSON 

NHS-89 DEADLINE! 
The deadline for the next issue of our NIKON JOURNAL, 
NHS-89, is SEPTEMBER 1, 2005. Please get all correspon
dence and articles to me by then so I can get our Journal to 
you on schedule. Thank you. RJR. 

EDITORIAL 
The three weeks between May 21 51 and June 14th turned out 

to be the most prolific auction season for the Nikon collector. 
All three major auction houses dealing in Photographica held 
their sales and the amount of rare and quality Nikon gear was 
truly awesome. Never in my memory has so much really inter
esting RF and reflex equipment been available to the collector 
concentrated in such a short time span. On page one you will 
find two one-of-a-kind 'prototypes' never before seen that came 
up for sale at Christie 's. Both were totally new to me and never 
even hinted at these last 30 years! On page seven I continue 
coverage of the auctions including the hammer prices of many 
of the most interesting items. 

The first importer of the Nikon, Overseas Finance & Trad
ing (OFITRA), was owned by Mr. Uno Lindholm. His right
hand man who handled most of the negotiations with Nippon 
Kogaku to bring the Nikon into the US was Mr. Hans Liholm. 
In the process of researching a new book on the period, Michael 
Loder interviewed Mr. Liholm who presented to Michael his 
personal Nikon M given to him in 1950 by Dr. Nagaoka, Presi
dent of Nippon Kogaku! See Michael 's article on page 3 on the 
camera as well as some shots from a 55-year-old roll of film 
that was still in it! 

There will finally be a Voigtlander R2S for the NHS' Al
though not exactly as we had once hoped for, Cosina has re
leased a 'limited edition' R2S with an equally limited number 
of 50/3.5 Heliar lenses that is has packaged in a special box 
marked 'SPECIAL SET FOR NHS ' ! These cameras are illus
trated on Stephen Gandy's ' CameraQuest ' website 
(www.cameraquest.com) and are available from the Society. 
Each unit sold comes with a free one-year NHS membership 
upgrade and a letter of authenticity from me. In addition the 
NHS receives a percentage of the proceeds to be used to sup
port the Journal and Conventions. So please consider this item. 
It is a very usable collectible and you will be benefiting the 
NHS at the same time. See it beginning on page 9. 

My book on the Nikon Rangefinders is getting closer to 
completion and there is more information on pages 14-15 to 
keep you up to date. As promised, the latest info will be here 
and I hope to have final costs and shipping dates ready for 
NHS-89 in September, our current target date. 

We have two pages of convention news this issue. Co-chair
men Hans Ploegmakers and Uli Koch have made a preliminary 
run-through for us and there latest info can be found on pages 
16-17, so check it out! They have hotel information as well as 
a list of some of the sights and events we will see next May. 
Get ready for Vienna' It will be here very soon. 

Finally, our resident photographic 'artist ', Tony Hurst, re
cently went though some major surgery. Those of us fortunate 
enough to know Tony personally were quite apprehensive for a 
while back in March. Because of his surgery he was not able to 
meet with me and Hove Books in London in May, as he went 
though his recovery stage. I am very pleased to announce that 
he is doing much better and is back to work as witnessed by 
this issue 's fabulous rear cover. Tony, take it from me and all 
your many friends ... God Bless You! And stay well. (Tony asked 
that I pass along his thanks for the many get well calls , cards 
and emails he received. He is grateful for them all!) 
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Where, oh where, did these comefrom(!)? Over the last 35 years I have never seen nor heard of these two cameras. Not 
a hint! Nothing in the Japanese literature or even a rumor amongst collectors. The camera on the left in all the photos 
appears to be simply an S with only two items that make it different. It unusual serial number (V151001) and the missing 
RF window! I am not quite sure what was going on with this one. However, the other body is very interesting! Obviously 
a prototypical Model One body shell with the very large MIOJ on the baseplate (only seen the first 80 or so Ones made) 
but also the NKT is in block letters on the top plate, not the logo! This is only seen on the prototypes! Could this camera 
have been made using one of the original 21 prototype bodies? It has a screw mount like the Nikon L but looks a bit 
different and probably predates that camera. The Nikon L is #Lll01 while this camera is #Ll1004. The actual history of 
this camera would be an interesting story I am sure. (Photos copyright & courtesy Christie's South Kensington) 
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THE OBJECT AT HAND ... A HISTORIC CAMERA 

FROM A TIME OF TRANSITION 

(Mr. Loder is currently working on a book entitled 'The Com
ing of the Nikon: An American Perspective' from which this 
material is excerpted. The text and all images copyright 2005 
by Michael Wescott Loder.) 

The camera illustrated here is the Nikon M that Dr. Masao 
Nagaoka, the president of Nippon Kogaku , gave to Mr. Hans 
Liholm, the manager of the Overseas Finance & Trading Com
pany. Liholm received it while he was in Tokyo in Apri l 1950 
successfully negotiating an exc lusive importation rights contract 
for all N-K products going to North America. 

Overall , it looks no different from previous Nikons, but its 
details are a rich source of information as to what was happen
ing with N-K's cameras during a transition time for both the 
Nikon and its company. Most of the changes one can see were 
the direct result of recommendations that Adolph Gasser, a San 
Francisco-based camera repairman, had made to Liholm the pre
vious spring . Liholm, in turn , had sent these recommendations 
to N-K and the company had modified the Nikon in August 1949. 

This particular camera is in almost new condition, its chrome 
unscratched and paint immaculate. Unfortunately, its original 
5cm/f2 Nikkor lens, and an additional 8.5cm/f2 Nikkor and a 
13 .5cm/f4 Nikkor 

BY MICHAEL WESCOTT LODER 
Although the 50mm/fl.5 Nikkor was in production and start

ing to be exported, this camera's depth-of-field scale still does 
not have that f-stop marked. Instead, the widest f-stop is f2, and 
f3.5 still gets a separate marking even though N-K had ceased to 
make a normal with that maximum aperture for its camera. Note 
also that there is not yet any infrared focus adjustment marking. 

Gasser had recommended that the pressure plate be improved. 
This camera shows that improvement with a wider, thicker plate 
and heavier springs. The camera's back had to be cut out and set 
back to accommodate that change, resulting in the fami liar rect
angular ridge on the backs of Nikon M and S models. N-K en
graved and matched serial numbers of backs to top plates on all 
but its earliest cameras until sometime in 1955 or 1956. 

Although much better finished than the earlier Nikons, the 
interior paint it still uneven and the rougher metal finish result
ing from sand-casting still shows through. Milling marks also 
show clearly on and next to the film guides. The first Nikons had 
only two guide rail s. This one has fo ur. The outer plates are 
finished in brushed chrome similar in luster to that of the Leica 
camera. Close examination of the plate edges (next to the 
viewfinder eyepiece) reveals places where the plating did not 

that Lihol m was ,..--________________ .L-________________ --, 
take, leav ing brass 
showing. That fall, 

given were lost many 
years ago! 

The serial num
ber (M609 1284) 
places its production 
to either late March 
or early April 1950, 
and probably makes 
it the 526,11 camera in 
the 'modified ' series . 
Note that the acces
sory shoe is two
piece with press ure 
springs. Thi s was a 
recent change from 
an earlier one-piece 
unit. Thi s would 
eventually change 
yet again, this time to 
a three-piece unit , 
somewhere in the 
next 800 cameras. While the cover plates are duller, other parts 
are finished in polished chrome. The lock keys and the shutter 
release are mirror finished. These would all change later to a 
bright brushed luster matching the cover plates. The early Nikons 
did not have a red dot on the release-a feature added to check 
the film advance. The size of this dot varied. This is the earlier, 
larger version. 

N-K would change 
to a better quality, 
brighter chrome 
finish closer in lus
ter to the finish of 
the Contax. 

The early 
N ikons' tripod 
socket had bee n 
only a 3/8 '11 inch 
threaded stamping 
in the base plate . 
This is the second 
version with a 
stronger, deeper 1/ 
4 'h inch plug se t 
into the base plate 
and locked in place 
with a set sc rew. 
This would remain 
sta nd ard until 

sometime in 1951 when N-K went with an even sturdier double 
plate held in place with four screws. Note the 'Made in Occu
pied Japan ' engraving in front of the tripod socket. Although 
SCAPIN #2061 , dated December 5, 1949, allowed the substitu
tion of 'Made in Japan' or just 'Japan ' for the MIOJ marking, N
K continued to use the longer label until early 1951. The mark
ing is half the size that the same inscription had been on the 
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earliest Nikons. It would eventually move to a stamping in the 
back leather, before being replaced by just 'Japan' . 

The first Nikons used a removable take-up spool similar to 
the Contax. One of the 'M' improvements was a permanently 
installed take-up spool. But note the crude mounting, screwed in 
place as an obvious afterthought ! 

Although only a few rolls of film ever went through this 
camera, its shutter curtains are shot. The second curtain, rolled 
up for over 50 years, has lost almost all its coating and light 
shows through. The curtains remain exposed on either side of 
the film opening. Early Nikons are notorious for their poor shut
ter curtain durability. Apparently that problem had still not been 
completely solved in the spring of 1950. 

Below freezing when I received thi s camera in the mail , 
neither the rangefinder, nor the shutter worked at all. Twenty 

5 
minutes at room temperature, and everything started function
ing. The speeds today seem slow, but they all work-testimony 
to N-K's success in designing and building a durable timing 
mechanism. N-K was still using heavier greases as lubricants in 
the helicoid and the shutter. Adolph Gasser introduced the com
pany to a low-temperature-tolerant lubricant designed for aerial 
cameras later that spring when he made his own trip to Japan. 
Once N-K started using that lubricant, the Nikon out-performed 
even Leicas in the bitter cold of the Korean winter. 

A 50mm Nikkor from the late fifties fits loosely in the lens 
mount, allowing an in-out play of almost a half of a millimeter. 
This is unacceptable. Were the bayonet lugs on the early Nikkors 
thicker and more Contax-like? Apparently even the lens mount 
changed over time. 
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Images from 1950-51 taken by Hans Liholm on the last roll of 
film that went through this Nikon: 

In the camera was an exposed but rewound roll of Kodak Plus
X film . The film was obviously very old since the magazine ends 
were uncrimped. I had the film hand processed by our local lab 
and under close examination of the results determined that some 
images had survived. I had the lab print two of them. Both pic
tures show outdoor scenes somewhere in the San Francisco area 
and include Bardro Nyberg, Liholm's companion and first wife. 
Liholm does not remember who the man by the chain link fence 
was, but the man in the parking lot is OlofDahlin, an inventor of 
a new kind of tube cap who Uno Lindholm, president ofOFITRA, 
sent to America (at OFITRA's expense) in hopes that Liholm 
would find a market for it. 
(Both images used with permission of Hans Liholm.) 

Bibliography ; 
Personal interviews with Hans Liholm and Adolph Gasser. 
SCAP Camera Export WeekJy (later monthly) Report for 
August 1948-April 1951. 
Lists cameras and lenses available for export and where ex
ported to for all Japanese camera manufacturers. 
Wolbarst, John ' ... report on the NIKON.' Modern Photogra
phy (June 1951 , pp. 44-45 , 82-86) 
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THE AUCTION SCENE ... 

3 WEEKS OF BOUNTYI 
Besides the fabulous pair of prototypes featured in the lead 

off article this issue, there was an unusually large selection of 
Nikon rangefinder and reflex equipment up for bids in a short 
three week period. Between May 21 51 and June 14th, all three 
major auction houses held significant sales making this short 
span of time the most interesting for the Nikon collector in quite 
some time! I will list the hammer prices for the most important 
items in each sale in chronological order. 

May 2 151 saw Peter Coeln's 7th Westlicht Auction in Vienna 
Austria. As always his hardbound catalog is quite an item in its 
own right with large clear color photos of each and every item 
up for sale. Eleven months from now those who attend NHS
ConlO will be able to parti cipate in the May 2006 sale and ob
serve one of the major photographic auctions in person. The fol
lowing hammer prices are converted from Euros to dollars and 
include the 20% buyers' premium .. ... 

On June 3rd
, Stan Tamarkin held his 18th Rare Camera Auc

tion in New York City. Stan concentrates on Nikon and Leica 
equipment so his mix is basically high quality with correspond
ing prices. There are always some really fine Nikon RF items 
featured and this sale was no exception. The following hammer 
prices include the 15% buyers' premium ... . 
Micro-Nikkor #523565 wlbubble ........................... $4,075 
50mmlO.l Nikkor #140823 (External) ..................... $4,370 
Nikon M6091721 w/1.5 Nikkor .............................. $5,750 
And last, but not the least. ..... . .... . 
1000mmlf6.3 Reflex-Nikkor #100668 in rangefinder mount! 
One ofthe rarest of all RF Nikkors .. EX++ w/case .... This item 
did not sell which I find surprising. They seldom come on the 
market and the minimum estimate of $45,000 was not out of 
line. Auction results can sometimes leave you scratching your 
head. 

Nikon M9061855 w/1.5 Nikkor (Very rare!) ............. $13,200 The final event in this ' trilogy' of Nikon offerings was held 
Nikon SP black #6215369 w/1.4 Nikkor. .................. $17,950 on June 14th at Christie's in London . You will recall the flyer for 
Nikon S w/1.4 Nikkor ... complete boxed set. ............. $2,050 this sale that was in your last Journal. It included some, but not 
Nikon S3 #6305721 w/1.4 Nikkor ... mint. .. ............ .... $2,600 all, of our famous Webmaster, Fred Krughoff's, collection. Not 
Micro-Nikkor #523341. ... mint- .... ........ ................. $5,000 all the Nikon items were Fred 's but a significant percentage was, 
Collar for Micro-Nikkor (Very rare!) ..................... $3,600 as well as some other non-Nikon items featured. The following 
Olympic 1.4 Nikkor #140502 .... mint- ...................... $4,700 hammer prices have been converted from pounds sterling to dol-
85/0.5 Nikkor #264464 w/hood & caps .................... $4,700 lars and include the 20% buyers' premium ... . 
S36 Motor Drive #94248 .. (no battery pack) .............. $11,700 Nikon M6091890 w/l.5 Nikkor ...................................... $4,700 
Nikon F High Speed .. 7fps .. mint .. (Very rare!) ............ $36,000 Nikon M609816 w/2.0 Nikkor, first series 135/f4 Nikkor 
Nikon F2 High Speed .. complete boxed set as new ..... .. $8,000 #611162 & boxed Variframe finder #90148 ............... $5,900 

,-------------~--~-----------------------------------~--, 

The black 1000/j6.3 Reflex-Nikkor 
may be the rarest 'production' RF 
Nikkor of them all! To date we know 
of just 6 examples! This lens was 
actually pictured and listed in the 
reflex section instead of the 
rangefinder pages and may have 
been missed by some bidders. But 
it is definitely in an RFmount. It 
sold for $39,000 which, believe it 
or not, is a bargain, as others have 
changed hands at well over 
$50,000! A true rarity in a world 
where that word tends to be over
used. (Photo copyright & courtesy 
Christie's South Kensington) 
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Nikon M6091838 w/1.4 Nikkor. ..................... ........ $9,000 
Nikon S2 BLACK w/all black 1.4 Nikkor .................. $9,000 
Nikon S2 BLACK w/all black 1.4 Nikkor ................. $10,800 
Nikon S2 BLACK wlMicro-Nikkor & box ............... $20,000 
Nikon S2 BLACK w/1.4 Nikkor ............................ $10,800 
2.1cmlf4 Nikkor #621057 w/fdr .. shows use ................ $6,500 
(A cleaner 2.1cm w/rear cap did not sell!) 
50cmlf5.0 Nikkor #647059 w/wood box .................... $8,200 
Bellows Model One #56010 w/boxlrings/135 lens ......... $3,200 
Type II Reflex Housing complete & boxed ................ $2,800 
And again last, but not the least. ... 

1000mm f6.3 Reflex-Nikkor #100640 in the even more rare 
BLACK barrel! W/metal case & N-F tube ........ ..... $39,OOO! 
(This item was listed in the reflex section, not under the RFs 
where it belonged and may have been missed by bidders. This 
is the very rare initial black version of which only 6 are known! 
The price? A bargain!) 

Taking all listed on this page along with the prototypes on 
pages l-2 and you must agree that the 3 weeks within which these 
auctions occurred has to rank as the most prolific for the Nikon 
collector! This is the first time I recall where so much quality 
and truly 'rare ' Nikon equipment became available at nearly the 
same time! Will it happen again? You never know! 

This is the 21mm set that did not sell! It is 
actually cleaner than the one that was sold 
and it has the very rare rear cap. Strange! 
The set that sold went for $6,500,a fair 
price considering its condition. The set at 
left is worth at least 25% more. The lot 
shown below was really the 'sleeper' of the 
entire sale. Consisting of a very early M 
body (M609816) with proper normal, a 
very early boxed variframe and a first-run 
135/j.40 Nikkor worth at least $2,500 by 
itself! The entire outfit sold for $5,900 
which Ifeel is the bargain of the day since 
early 6-digit Ms with the collapsible f2 
Nikkor sell for $6,000 plus by themselves! 
(Photos copyright & courtesy Christie's 

L-__________________________________________________ ~ South Kensington) 
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The following is excerpted from Stephen Gandy 's ' CameraQuest' 
site where this special 'NHS R2S ' is being promoted on the Internet 
in addition to being on our Society web page . . . 
'The last ofthe Bessa R2S series is the 'NUS R2S 50/3.5 Ueliar 
S Limited Edition'. What's so special? Only that the 50/3.5 Heliar 
is probably the sharpest lens ever made in Nikon RF mount and 
this is the first Special Edition camera for the Nikon Historica l 
Society! Separately from the NHS R2S you wi ll receive a letter of 
authenticity from NHS President Robert Rotoloni, and a year 's 
membership to the Nikon Historical Society (current members 
will have an additional year added to their present membership). 
In 200 1 Voigtlander introduced the Bessa-T 101 Heliar Sets in 
Leica mount. The fab ulous 50/3.5 Heliar turned out to be the best 
performing lens ever tested by Popular Photography! Now in 
2005 Cosina has reintroduced the Heliar in Nikon RF mount with 
a special R2S as the ' last' of Cos ina 's Nikon RF mount cameras 
and lenses. 
Both the Leica and Nikon mount Heliars have the same optics 
with the same startling performance. Unlike the standard R2S 
body, the NHS R2S has a handsome black piano paint front face 
instead of the previous sp lattered black paint, setting it off from 
all other R2S bodies. The R2S has a higher top speed of 1I2000lh 

and a higher flash synch of 11I 251h than any Nikon Rangefinder, 
not to mention a MUCH brighter viewfinder and RF focusing 
spot, and para llax projected brightlines. In addition, the R2S is 

the only production Nikon Rangefinder mount camera ever 
made with TTL metering! 
Alas, the Voigtlander Nikon Rangefinder mount cameras and 
lenses are now discontinued as Cosina concentrates on the Leica 
mount. This is your last chance to obtain a modern and very 
usable Nikon mount RF camera and modern multi-coated 
lenses. ' 
***************** 
The cost for tbe NUS R2S set is $999 plus $20 shipping within 
the US and $40 international. In addition you will rece ive a one
year membership upgrade and I wi ll mail a letter of Authenticity 
to each buyer. Payment should be made directly to me and I will 
forward it to Stephen who wi ll then ship the camera directly to 
the buyer. They are in stock right now so there is no delay. As of 
June 171h we have already sold 15 sets, which accounts for many 
of the new members listed in this issue. This will definitely help 
the Society and ensure our future. 
Now for a personal note . .! bought 2 R2S bodies, a trigger winder, 
and a set of lenses when they first came out. I recently returned 
from 8 days in London where I walked the entire city. I brought 
2 cameras .. an FE with a 25~50 Nikkor and an R2S with the 
21 mm Voigtlander. I never took the FE out of the bag! I used 
only the R2S with the 21mm for over 500 shots! The 
results .. Every one sharp to the edges and perfectly exposed. Maybe 
it 's my eyes, but I can focus this camera easily and the 211mn is 
simply awesome! So I speak from personal use .. the R2S is no 
Nikon nor is it a Leica but it was not meant to be. What it is is an 
extremely competent and modem camera with a beautiful finder 
and a very accurate TTL meter and shutter that takes Nikon RF 
lenses! For Vienna I will have an R2S and 2 or 3 lenses with me. 
Why? Because the shots I brought back from London are some 
of the best I have done in quite some time. As simple as that! 
This camera is a true alternative to using your valuable SP/S3 
and it has TTL metering and a better finder as well! Since Nikon 
seems headed down the path of extremely expensive ' retro' cam
eras and not a modem usable body, the R2S is your only alterna
tive! Get one while you still can and help tbe Society at the 
same time! RJR 
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Above .. My R2S with a pre-produc
tion 50/3.5 Heliar. Right .. Outside 
our living room window there is a 
cherry tree and in early spring it is 
loaded with pink flowers. It also 
provides me with a good test sub
ject for lenses at close up. This is 
with the Heliar atf3.5 and the re
sults are smoother and more pleas
ing than most modern lenses. Bot
tom .. Two Heliars, the collapsible 
screw mount version for the Bessa
T 101 and the new rigid S-C mount 
version madejustfor the NHS set. 
Leica once made a 105mm/f6.3 
that carries the moniker of 'Moun
tain Elmar' so the Heliar 50mm 
should maybe be known as the 
'Molehill Heliar'. 

11 
At last a chance for those of you who missed out 
on the Bessa-T 101 with the 50/3.5 Heliar. 
VoigtlanderiCosina is now producing a limited 
edition R2S with the rigid version of the Heliar. 
If you haven't had a chance to try this lens, don't 
miss it now as there will be no more of them once 
this run is completed. It is most likely one of the 
best SOmm lenses made by anyone, anytime. It is 
not just the contrast and sharpness, but the qual
ity of the image. It has a certain 'roundness' to it 
that makes it stand out among the plethora of 50's 
that are available. The classic Heliar formula --5 
elements in 3 groups-- is mostly seen in the larger 
Tnrmnl~, but this lens has adapted remarkably well 
to 35mm. Of course you can wait until it is no 
longer available and pay more for it, but I sug
gest that you get it now and use it. You will be 
surprised at the quality of images you will get. 
Tom Abrahamsson. 

TO MY MEMBERS .... The special edition R2S shown on these pages 
is being promoted not only here but also on our website as well as 
Stephen Gandy's 'CameraQuest'. Mr. Kobayashi, the CEO of 

1III!r.,....-.".....-""""'~..., Voigtlander/Cosina, wanted to do something for the NHS. For legal 
reasons we could not engrave cameras with our logo but in an effort 
to help the Society raise money he has put together this 'R2S NHS 
Set'. He had the boxes printed up and mounted afew hundred Heliars 
in the Nikon bayonet just for this camera! These Heliars are the 
only ones so mounted. All others are in Leica SM, making ours a 
very limited run. By purchasing a set you are also helping the Soci
ety. Unfortunately the dues cannot cover the cost of the journal and 
never have. I have come up with the difference to hold the dues 
down. All proceeds from the NHS R2S set will be used to produce 
the journal and our future meetings while keeping the dues in check. 
I hope to be able to produce the journal for years to come & a little 

",c,_....., financial help here and there would be very welcome. Please sup
L-~~ ________ ~~ ________________ ~==~~~ port this project for you are also supporting the NHS as well! RJR 
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THE 
--SPOT! 

NIKON F4 PROTOTYPES FROM 
NHS-CON9 IN TOKYO 212004 ..... 
We continue with coverage of the many proto
types we were fortunate to see in Tokyo last Feb
ruary. In this issue we spotlight the Nikon F4 
beginning with some very early mock-ups to 
nearly final-design prototypes. All photos by 
Takeshi Hagiya from Asahi Sonorama. 
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MOUNTING NAI LENSES ON NIKON D100 AND D70 BODIES 
The information presented here is based on my experience. 

Mounting older lenses to newer cameras must be done carefully 
to avoid damaging the body, the mount, or electrical contacts. 

The venerable Nikon SLR lens mount dates from the Nikon 
F that went into production in 1959. Few camera companies can 
boast that most lenses built since 1959 will mount to their digital 
cameras in 2005 , 46 years later, and shoot high quality photos. 

Nearly all Automatic maximum aperture Indexed (AI) and 
Non-AI (NAI) lenses mount to the digital D 1 00 and D70 bodies 
without any problems. AI and NAllenses do not have a Central 
Processing Unit (CPU) in the lens , so the camera cannot meter 
with them. As a result, when using these lenses, the camera must 
be operated in manual exposure mode. 

Some NAI lenses do not mount to these cameras because 
the rear rim of the NAI lens extends so far back that it interferes 
with the tiny slide switch at the 8 0' clock position to the lens 
mount as viewed when looking at the front of the camera. The 
best solution is to file down the slide switch so that the lens can 
fit against the mounting ring. It should be filed down only enough 
to allow NAI lenses to fit , but not so much that non-G AF lenses 
do not mate with the switch. G lenses do not touch the slide 
switch because they do not have an f-stop ring. 

Filing the switch should be accomplished a small amount at 
a time, then attemp to mount the lens to check the clearance and 
repeating the process as necessary. Before filing , the lens mount 
must be covered so that dust and particles do not get on the low
pass filter that protects the Charge Coupled Device (CCD). After 
filing , it is a good idea to blowout the inside of the mount. 

Operating the camera in manual mode is accomplished by 
doing the following: 
1. If the lens has an f-stop ring, adjust it to the desired setting. 
2. Rotate the function dial to M. 

by DAVE BARTH 
3. Rotate the main command dial to select the desired shutter 

speed. Speeds between 1/30 to 114000 & B can be selected. 
4. Rotate the subcommand dial to select the desired aperture. 
5. Focus and release the shutter to take the picture. 
After the photo is taken , it can be displayed to determine if it 
should be retaken with different aperture and speed settings. 

A good reason for shooting older lenses is that it allows you 
to use optics that you might not have in a CPU version, such as 
the 500mm/f8, or the manual focus perspective control and 
fisheye lenses. The D 100 and D70 have a mirror-up capability 
that can be used to clean dust from the low-pass filter that pro
tects the CCD. However, there is no capability to raise the mir
ror to shoot with the older, very deep fisheyes like the 8mrnlf8. 

The early 35mrnlf3 .5 Perspective Control lens announced in 
1962 fits Nikon F bodies with a waist level, standard eye level, 
or a Photomic FTn finder. Earlier Photomics do not provide 
enough clearance for this lens. It will fit the DlOO and D70 if 
the slide switch is filed down to allow it to mount. However, the 
PC screw is too long to pass beneath the prism housing. This 
means that perspective adjustments cannot be made with the screw 
at the top. For most architectural photos where the verticals con
verge toward the top of the photo, the button is at the bottom of 
the lens , and this works fine with these digital cameras. In a 
sense this lens is more useful with the digital bodies than it is 
with a Nikon F sporting a pre-FTn Photomic! Later versions of 
the PC lens have the screw farther forward on the barrel , allow
ing it to clear the prism. Unlike the 1962 version, these later 
models will rotate 360 degrees when mounted on the DlOOI D70. 

Some lenses do not have an f-stop ring, such as the 500mrnl 
f8 Mirror lens. In the manual mode, the f-stop setting is set to f8 
and the desired shutter speed is set as described above., 

13 

MOUNTING NAI LENSES ON NIKON D100 AND D70 BODIES 
The information presented here is based on my experience. 

Mounting older lenses to newer cameras must be done carefully 
to avoid damaging the body, the mount, or electrical contacts. 

The venerable Nikon SLR lens mount dates from the Nikon 
F that went into production in 1959. Few camera companies can 
boast that most lenses built since 1959 will mount to their digital 
cameras in 2005 , 46 years later, and shoot high quality photos. 

Nearly all Automatic maximum aperture Indexed (AI) and 
Non-AI (NAI) lenses mount to the digital D 1 00 and D70 bodies 
without any problems. AI and NAllenses do not have a Central 
Processing Unit (CPU) in the lens , so the camera cannot meter 
with them. As a result, when using these lenses, the camera must 
be operated in manual exposure mode. 

Some NAI lenses do not mount to these cameras because 
the rear rim of the NAI lens extends so far back that it interferes 
with the tiny slide switch at the 8 0' clock position to the lens 
mount as viewed when looking at the front of the camera. The 
best solution is to file down the slide switch so that the lens can 
fit against the mounting ring. It should be filed down only enough 
to allow NAI lenses to fit , but not so much that non-G AF lenses 
do not mate with the switch. G lenses do not touch the slide 
switch because they do not have an f-stop ring. 

Filing the switch should be accomplished a small amount at 
a time, then attemp to mount the lens to check the clearance and 
repeating the process as necessary. Before filing , the lens mount 
must be covered so that dust and particles do not get on the low
pass filter that protects the Charge Coupled Device (CCD). After 
filing , it is a good idea to blowout the inside of the mount. 

Operating the camera in manual mode is accomplished by 
doing the following: 
1. If the lens has an f-stop ring, adjust it to the desired setting. 
2. Rotate the function dial to M. 

by DAVE BARTH 
3. Rotate the main command dial to select the desired shutter 

speed. Speeds between 1/30 to 114000 & B can be selected. 
4. Rotate the subcommand dial to select the desired aperture. 
5. Focus and release the shutter to take the picture. 
After the photo is taken , it can be displayed to determine if it 
should be retaken with different aperture and speed settings. 

A good reason for shooting older lenses is that it allows you 
to use optics that you might not have in a CPU version, such as 
the 500mm/f8, or the manual focus perspective control and 
fisheye lenses. The D 100 and D70 have a mirror-up capability 
that can be used to clean dust from the low-pass filter that pro
tects the CCD. However, there is no capability to raise the mir
ror to shoot with the older, very deep fisheyes like the 8mrnlf8. 

The early 35mrnlf3 .5 Perspective Control lens announced in 
1962 fits Nikon F bodies with a waist level, standard eye level, 
or a Photomic FTn finder. Earlier Photomics do not provide 
enough clearance for this lens. It will fit the DlOO and D70 if 
the slide switch is filed down to allow it to mount. However, the 
PC screw is too long to pass beneath the prism housing. This 
means that perspective adjustments cannot be made with the screw 
at the top. For most architectural photos where the verticals con
verge toward the top of the photo, the button is at the bottom of 
the lens , and this works fine with these digital cameras. In a 
sense this lens is more useful with the digital bodies than it is 
with a Nikon F sporting a pre-FTn Photomic! Later versions of 
the PC lens have the screw farther forward on the barrel , allow
ing it to clear the prism. Unlike the 1962 version, these later 
models will rotate 360 degrees when mounted on the DlOOI D70. 

Some lenses do not have an f-stop ring, such as the 500mrnl 
f8 Mirror lens. In the manual mode, the f-stop setting is set to f8 
and the desired shutter speed is set as described above., 



I am pleased to announce that work continues on my new 
book on the Nikon Rangefinders 'almost' on schedule. The pub
li shing industry is an inexact sc ience and things seldom come 
off as originally planned. However, it appears that we will be 
very close. The initial target date was spring 2005, and this was 
set last May, allowing Hove Books and I approximately one year 
to put it all together. 
We were hoping to 
have all copy in by 
February 28 th

, but 
that didn ' t quite hap
pen . Here is where 
we are as 1 write this 
article on Junel9 th

• 

Original plans 
called for a book of 
between 400~450 

pages plus approxi
mately 24~36 color 
pages showcasing the 
work of our resident 
photographic artist, 
Tony Hurst. All pho
tography, except for a 
very few items in the 
first book and others 
that are not person
ally available to me, 
was to be completely 
redone! 1 am using 
practically nothing 
from the 1983 edition 
in the way of photos 
(less than 2%) plus I 
am re-writing the en
tire book with over 
90% of the copy new 
and re vise d . Re
shooting everything, 
plus adding much of 
what we have cov
ered in the Jo urna l 
these last 23 years, 
has been a monumen
tal task. I knew it was 
going to be a lot of 
work, but once 1 got 
into it and realized what 1 needed to cover and illustrate, 1 saw 
that it was going to grow and grow, and it has. Our target is still 
around 500 pages, which 1 should get very close to. However, it 
looks like we will hit approximately 1,300~1,400 photos! This 
figure includes Tony 's work as well as scanned photos of some 
very rare items sent to me by NHS members from all over the 
world! The remaining, at least 95%, will be done by me. With 
digital technology it can be done (I just can ' t imagine doing it 
with film as 1 did in 1983 !), but it is sti ll a huge task. Every 
photo that makes it into the book represents at least 10 that did 
not! Even after deleting totally unusable shots I still have filled 

over 8 gigabytes worth of Compact Flashcards using a Nikon D 1 
and the 60mm/f2 .8 Micro-Nikkor. Hours and hours of actual 
shooting followed by even more hours of bringing them up in 
PhotoS hop, deleting bad ones then choosing amongst the remain
ing, is still followed by even more hours of laying out the chosen 
shots around the copy I have written and, finally, writing cap-

tions to match those 
1,3 00+ photos! 
Without di g ital it 
would be at least a 
3-year project and 
my film and pro
cessing costs would 
have been thousands 
of dollars. But we 
are close. 

How close? By 
the time you receive 
thi s Journal , Hove 
should have at least 
450 or more pages in 
their hand s. The 
lenses , accessories 
and bodies are fin
ished. What remains 
is hi story, produc
tion fac ts and infor
mation, etc. In other 
words, a lot of writ
ing. I met with Ron 
C lark of Hove in 
London in early 
May and he had 242 
'completed ' pages 
(the lenses) for me 
to proof. I hand de
livered the body sec
tion so he now has 
everything save for 
30-40 pages of 
hi story, tables and 
introductions . Ron 
tells me that Sep
tember is a ' reason
able' target at thi s 
time, so we are only 
a few months late . 

Not bad for this type of business. Keep your fingers crossed for 
me. 

Hove has a 'proposed' cover price of forty English pounds or 
approximately $75~$80 based on the current exchange rates, 
which is a very reasonable fig ure even if we exceed it by 10%. 
This is the last Journal I needed to put together while still doing 
the book (believe me, that hasn't been easy!), so hopefully I will 
get everything done on schedule. I have spoken to both Hove 
and their distributor and as soon as I know delivery dates and 
prices including shipping, I will have it in these pages. For now 
I give you what the cover will 'probably ' be. Thank you, RJR. 
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THE NIKON S3 'OLYMPIC' 
10 the previous soction we covered tilt standard pro- !be camera we will discuss in Uus sectioa. 

duction ikon S3 wtucb was made in both dlf'ome and The serial numbcn for the 'OIympics' do no( ptd 
black and is IDe mode.l lbal was secn iD al i lhe J)I"OOlt> up exactly where the wmdard 53 eods. hlSlCad. N .. K kn 

------, :=?~;;~?~6;~~'~y=:n 

L 
tiooal literaru~ thai I am aware or. llown-er. tbe1t: Is 
another version or lhe S3 that was never really promOted 
in the West nor have I been able to uncover any Ja~ 
lileMure spec.iflC 10 It. Altboogh Bever ,iven any sp«.ial 
model name by the f~ory. including thai which collec .. 
10ft have assigned 10 il lbc!le 1aSI 30 years.. i l U a 5.ig,nifi· 
canl enough v1Uintion 10 warrant its own sectioo. II was 
made as one balcb or2.000 camcras in 1964. nearly tbltt 
yean after the ori&inaJ 53 was dl~tinned. Althou!b 
rumors mnatJl lb:u il was speci6ca.lly re-
O"""" by J."...,., ".... pboIognipI>cn 10 , 
cvveract:rWnevl..-nI.lhl5may jU5l bt: amytb 
that can never he ))I'O"o'en. 1-IowC\et. il arrived 
00 the scene in time ror lhat major event 
whose: name h.'IS been incxuicably linked to 
it ever since. It is whal we call the black 
'Olympic S3'! 

FM..1or)' I't'COf'ds show tbaJ lhc last regu· 
lar Issue Ni.kon 53 was produced in October 
1960 as fi nal hitch ntnuber 7 consisting of 
2.010 piece$. Then twoadditioo.al baLcbesof 
2.000 eacb. OumbeB 8 and 9. are sixJy.-n as 
·cancc:lk(!.· and were never produced. Sud
denly, in Apnl 1964, a 10'- batch of 1.()(X) 
C3ffieoo; IS lisced! Thi'" 10- batch., which sr .. L 
n vell just before the start of the $.ImIDer 
Olympics in Japan. is thai wbich makes up 

verifJed frotn 6310016 loa higb 0(6322519. 
but may go sJighUy higher. Thi.s is a bil <WeI' 

2.000 numbcB so $OInt taPS must ex.J.51. AI
lhoug.b a single cbrome body is seen wilhin 
Uus number DOge. it is safe 10 assume lhal 
all lcuuinr: 'OIyrnptC S3s- arc: black. lllCy 
also share other fcaturc5. The vast majorilY. 
aPPf'06Chin, 95%. arc. calibnliN In JDC'1ctS. 

001 foel. "';'btch ~ !IC(lse.1biJ camera was 
IIC\tt mcalll to be sold III the West and was 
001 ()ffered 10 Ehrenreich (be probably woukl 
00( ba\'C .... allled II anyway). smce Ihc Rf sys
tem was nearly extinct by this time . The 
world had cmbrace<1 the Nikon F and W.I\SI1· 1 
inlCft;5U'd in ran,elindeB at Ute moment Dc
ingso laic it ~part5witbtbe Nikorl F 
sucbasthe rapid wiodberand me aelftuner. 
al l right off the F FmaJly. il tud something 

d.o;e the standard S3 lacked; a lilanium fod shutter 
'fbi!' 'Olympic 53' IS an inleresting 'Io-anation mllCb 

$OUght afler by coliectOOl today Since 2.000 werr made 
It.i3 tbc: IIJ()M -com.mon· bIact Nikoo RF. If that WOld can 
be used. Rut it is also unique in that it was a special rull 
),CI it ....-a\ updated LO tbc lale5C banlware and oot just 
assembled from kfwvet partS r~-ery Nikoo collection 
should ha'\'t one and. unlike 0Iber black models III the 
line, it is not overly difficull 10 obtain lOda)' 

THE NIKON S3M 'HALF-FRAME' 
lfthe Nikou Rangdindct system can be MId to havc 

tts 'booum'u', then they mu~ be- the Modd One aod thtS 

CIImttl, the 3M I( tht' oSlkon One wu S-K'I first at
tempt at d~jgnlDg a rani'c:tinder camtta, tht'n the S3M 
was mCl! last contrlbulion to the j:tnn' Although the SP 
would actuaUl be rNlde after the S3M was gooC', thlJ 
model can be oonS1d~ the final Nlkon rangcfinder 35 
della o 

Even as the new 'sikon F WAS belng lOtroduced. N·K 
had thlS camer. on the drawing boarth It .... fim re· 
tt'ued io April of 1960 and It wu Imported InIO the US 
b)' E.h.rntrt:ich_ Ahhoujh there ate probably othett. I can 
only find the S3M 10 the Octob« 2. 1961 prlct'- hst It IS 

ht'mfCAIOSO and i,d~bed &$ such; "An 53 ~a, 
specially a(bpled for 18124 llog1e rrame pholOiraphy 
Takes 72 picture. 00 a standard 36-exposurc- roll 
Vie-wfioder prondel correct viewing field for 3!5mm. 
SOmmand 105mm leDJeC.Other 
fealUre$; .re- the same as tht' S3 I 

The S3M is tquipped wuh an I 
electric moto r drive taking 
stngle. 2. 3 or t,ursl exposurea j 
up to 72 rra~.t the rate of 4 
per second CAl080,_, 1kon I 
S3M c.tmera body only, Saun 
Black Finish,complete WIth S721 
elcctncmotor-dnvc. Ntkry cue 
and coonCCl1Ili cord $-l...\900" 
I am lure no comment 00 the- ! 
prlCt:' is needed t I 

What N .. K did wu cake the j 

basic S3 And added IWO (ea~ ! 
lO come up WIth the S3M It u L-_ 
Identical to the S3 In all re:&pe\.."tI 

save these t\\-'O dcalan changcs Lohkc the S3 that hl;d aU 
thrtt etched framehn~ \'lllble at Oll~. the S3M use5 a 
slidmg lever Oil the back or the Cltmn n«r the Viewfinder 
eyc:p lC~ce to indiVidually ke) 10 each frame,Qoe at allmt' 
Uke the S3 they hive 1'.,..110. marla but unhke the S3. 
the finda IS much Inri crowded Ind leu prone to nate 
Also each frtmc:line IS Identified as to focal length. It IS a 
mueb more pleasant fioder to use and is a feature that N· 
K should have' sweo 10 tht standard S3 These fr.mehnet 
are nol projected like those 10 the' P. thereio~ the frosted 
"lodoW' " not prnent 

The 1eCQ0d reature maket the S3M unique amonHR 
!\ikoll C4ltnCrU. for 11 IS the itnt. and only. productllln 
hal( .. frame N'l.kon ("\'U made' It 1 • .sI!r:.on·" ,erllon or !he 
utea 72 but they went thtm oDe beUtt Llkt' all I\'lkon 
RFs starting with the sp, the S3~ could be motoru.:ed 

\.i aDY or the S3Ms left the ractory wuh their motors al
fe.Ady adapled. for !hIt. camera was fe'411y meant for m0-

torIzed \1M II COfTl(':l Wllh I~ o.'n 572 motor (although 
any 536 could also be: used) capable o( JFPS out of the 
box h is purported that 12FPS are possible using larxn
balttTy pACks bul 1 h .... e not been able to y('Ory thu 

Although It wu only hstf!'ld In black by Sikoo t:SA. 
the), were also made In chromt. and not all are motor .. 
lZ.e.d. Based on our current lk'naJ numb« knowledge 156 
recorda! ~meras!), the- ratm of blACk 10 chrome hodlOi 

II nUTly 50150. AA o f pubhcatioll. 1 have 29 In black and 
27 in chrome Irl my dl1abut Th~fote. It appears that 
neither limsb can be called rata' thaothe oth~ With Dearly 
25% of tM enure productJQn run accounted for Accord .. 
IDi to (actOry records only 195 :-':Ikott Sl\i camer .. were 
produced! And we have documented 56 of them' The 
code for the S)M wu 26Fl~B .nd It wu &SIlined the' 

lerlal DUmbt"r block rrom 
6600001- 6699999 Re
corded numbe,.. ranie (rom 
6600002toa tujho(660022~ 
s.o lOme gap a elust In the 
numbers as ooly 195 Voere 
produced The- \ ..... m&Jonty 
are calibrated In t'lYten, DOl 

reet Nearly nrry black body 
has been (ound either With lUi 

motor or. ir nuasillg. already 
drtl1 ~d for a motor Con· 
venely, ncarly e\J«y chromr 
body has b«n fou nd without 
• motor and not dr,IJed' Doct; 

thIS me'u that only black 
S3Ms wt'r~ motortzed and 

that at least half o( the productlOO (the chrome bodies) 
were not? If JO then thAt wuuld mean thai only 100 or so 
S72 motO" WI:« aC1uaUy rroduc:ed. nO( 195, maklna It 

rarn- than !he c.~a That would also mean that on ly 
about 100 Niko n S:lM 'seu' ever exlS\ed Not only" the 
S3!'A the most ullique of an the N'ikon raDgefindm but 
based on production, also tht" ra.rest, With. complete act 
WIth proper molor t"o'en rarer 

Tht" S3.\i was the final ~Ikoo nni!:cfindn to be rt:. 
leued, yrt holh the S3 aod SP were luUavallahle al Its 
antroduction Tht' SJ was I!'0nt loOn after t..J1 tht" SP re
mained iD producllon for at leAst anotht"r rour ye-ars 
Th~fore. tht" dutao that Wb the- Insplrallon ror the Ja" 
three" mode" oUlh\'cJ them all which II only anothn
re.son . 'hy thc !'M~on SP UI 10 thts da) ooO'fldered the 
flagship of the: line 

Here are a couple of sample pages to give you an idea of how I am 
covering items in this edition. We have gone with a much larger 
format (7.5xIO) which allows for more and larger photos than be
fore. I have used this additional space to cover 'everything'in much 
greater detail. The final layout will vary a bit from what you see 
here, but this is very close. With the larger page size and two and a 
half times more pages, I have nearly ten times the space available 
than I had 23 years ago. The result being this edition will share 
very little with the 1983 version. The bodies, lenses and accessories 
will be broken down to finer detail with more variations pictured 
and discussed and even, in some cases, given their own chapters. 
For example, the 8-digit Nikon S (both types) have their own sec
tions and this is also done for such items as the '906' Ms, the synched 
MS, the S2E and the Dummies. Lenses are also discussed in finer 
detail as are the accessories. In addition, items never covered in the 
1983 edition are addressed this time around. This includes the 
screw mount prototypes, 'Mother One' and the other 21 'Original 
Prototypes ', the SP2 and SPX, the Black S and the new S3 and SP. 
Lens variations and types have been added such as the 50ljl.8, 50/ 
fl.O and 35ljl.4 prototypes, the Black 1000 and extended coverage 
of the Stereo-Nikkor. As for accessories, the S250 motor has been 
added as well as the Periscope Attachment, with extended coverage 
of the Reflex Housings and the Bellows. I have tried to cover 'ev
erything' (but of course that is really not possible) and I hope that 
the finished product will be a truly comprehensive guide for the 
collector and worth your consideration. 

0,. I"if tutJ tlre/tJdlt6 PQ6e ;,dt,."",. 
Nileo. SJM 66(}f)()67 ... ith mald';"1 rl -----. 
$71 MoI.o,N • . 94?78.NtMpllrcltMH 

tU II sd (Ih. bod, ,,'tU /,,,u.,1 itt ,11, [ 
us... Ih, boxu motor ilt AuSINIlia) 
,., 4'"ltor #tad II.,," adapItd u. lift 
•• , I,ltfin. Uh most clU'om.lHHJ-

in.,It;' .11' W4l1t1ll ~UwJJy tIriUN 
/01' a ",otor! nil is 1/ ... ,,,rrm S71 
"'OIor lor ,h, frizm, (,Olllt/no ,on 14p 
III n expos.,..,., lU it sltttlild. U.lib 
,It, «vlin- aU bt.ck """w_, .. Jtid 
noJJ:y lHb bm Olt a iliad bHY, tn. 
dr."., mo/on unnpliM,,,t bo'. 
blat-kDMidN"fJiIft.boJiftllltdanAls. I 
In. P1'fJlU to ..... ,.. Uw,,. rl,ltt i. 
Mad SJM 66()()()64, JO ('111$, ill Iflt/ff
Inr! TIt. bkK-k iUUI ellro,", "~unu 
app«U ,. ,..." hH. WUJd, iIt "hUt, 
iIJ,1tIicGI flUUllitils. qllini"lllI. I.· 
tal prothutio" 50150. 

THE NIKON S3 'OLYMPIC' 
10 the previous soction we covered tilt standard pro- !be camera we will discuss in Uus sectioa. 
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------, :=?~;;~?~6;~~'~y=:n 

L 
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in the West nor have I been able to uncover any Ja~ 
lileMure spec.iflC 10 It. Altboogh Bever ,iven any sp«.ial 
model name by the f~ory. including thai which collec .. 
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cvveract:rWnevl..-nI.lhl5may jU5l bt: amytb 
that can never he ))I'O"o'en. 1-IowC\et. il arrived 
00 the scene in time ror lhat major event 
whose: name h.'IS been incxuicably linked to 
it ever since. It is whal we call the black 
'Olympic S3'! 

FM..1or)' I't'COf'ds show tbaJ lhc last regu· 
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noJJ:y lHb bm Olt a iliad bHY, tn. 
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NHS-CON10 ..... 

SEE YOU IN VIENNA!! 
PLANS CALL FOR A MAY 21, 2006 MEETING 

During my recent visit to England to meet with Hove Books 
I was also ab le to see Hans Ploegmakers on Sunday at the Lon
don camera show. We discussed NHS-Con I 0 and his upcoming 
visit to Vienna where he and co-chairman, Uli Koch, were to 
attend the Westlicht Auction and finalize some of the events 
planned for the meeting next May. They planned to actually visit 
the sites we as a group would see and time how long each would 
take. They also planned to look into hotels, restaurants and other 
items of importance so that NHS-Con 10 would come off with
out a hi tch. Their report follows and, as you can see, much has 
already been determined and dates have been finalized. Although 
it is a long list of events, not everyone will want to participate in 
the entire selection because of time 
constraints, so each event will be 
voluntary. It is hoped that most at-
tendees wil l be able to be with us 
the entire week, but it is under
standable that some cannot. Hans 
and Uli are preparing a 4-page in
formation sheet for all who will 
attend as well as a city map! There 
will also be information on getting 
fro m the airport to downtown. A 
Convention fee has not yet been 
determined since some costs need 
to be investigated, but it will be announced in NHS-89' 

At this time I need to ask of you the following: Even though 
some have previously contacted me about attending it was too 
earl y to begin making a list. Therefore, I ask that anyone who 
plans on attending NHS-Con to ... PLEASE LET ME KNOW! 
You do not need to send any funds right now, but we need to 
begin putting together a list of members so we can make our 
plans. Let me know you are com ing, if your spouse or family 
member will join you, when you think you will alTive, and which 
hotel type you are interested in. Once you are on my list you will 
receive information in a more timely manner than waiting for 
the Journal. SO PLEASE CONTACT ME EVEN IF YOU HAVE 
ALREADY DONE SO IN THE PAST! Thank you. RJR 
And now for Hans ' and Uli' s report: 

Dear Fellow Nikon Historical Society Members, 

Vii Koch and I have just returned from a visit to Vienna where 
we have begun to organize NHS-Con I O. We have made plans for 
a lot of very interesting highlights, not only for you but also for 
the wives. 

The Convention will be held on Sunday the 21st of May 

2006 in the WestIicht Museum in Vienna. For nearl y a week, 
from the 16,h to the 22nd, we will offer interesting visits and 
sightseeing tours for you and your wives . For the ladies we will 
have special trips planned for the day before and the day of the 
Convention. Arlette Ploegmakers and Ursula and Daniela Koch 
wi ll be the guides for these outings. 

The Convention will have very interesting speeches ranging 
from 15 to 20 minutes in length and we will have several high
lights! 

You will have the opportunity to visit one of the most inter
esting museums of photographic items in Europe. There will be 
a special showcase with very rare Nikon items at the Conven

tion. On Saturday the 20,h there will 
be the famous Westlicht Auction 
(No.9) in th e room s of the 
Westli cht Museum . On Monday 
the 22nd there will be another high
light: We are invited by the fa mous 
Nikon collector, Dietmar Machold, 
to visit hi s castle where we will be 
able to see his world fa mous Nikon 
collection! 

We are sure thi s will be an 
event you will never forget. Vienna 
is a wonderfull y photogenic city 
with palaces, chuches, castles and 

very interesting museums. On Wednesday the 17'h we will make 
a short trip to the famous castle at Schonbrunn in Vienna where 
the last Austrian emperor lived and we will visit the Stephansdom, 
a large cathedral in the middle of Vienna. The next day, Thurs
day May 18'\ we wi ll take a day trip to the gorgeous Abbey of 
Melk, where we wi ll take a 2-hour boat tour on the Donau River 
where old castles and abbeys can be seen from the boat. We will 
be able to visit the historic vill age of Durnstein . That evening 
we will have dinner at the beautiful Kunsthistorisches Museum 
in the center of Vienna. 

On Friday we will have time to go sightseeing and shopping 
or whatever else you please in Vienna, and in the evening there 
will be the opportunity to view the auction lots. At 6:30PM we 
will have a 'Cheese & Wine' party in the WestIicht Museum 
where you will have the chance to taste Dutch cheeses and 
Austrian wines, and this will be the official start of NUS
Conl0. 

The program for the ladies will be announced in the next 
NHS Journal (#89-Sept.), as well as more detail s on the Conven
tion and the fee for the meeting. At the end of July you will be 
ab le to find mo re detai led in fo rm ati o n at U li 's website: 
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www.nikon-f.de where you will find a link to NHS-Con lO. 
You may join us on whichever day you are able to, but you 

have to tell us by no later than January 1, 2006 when you will 
be arriving. 

In order to guarantee yourself a hotel room, be sure you book 
as early as possible. For your convenience we have reserved 10 
rooms in a modest hotel, with the rooms starting at EUR 50 
($70), with the option of a shower or bathroom. In a middle 
class hotel we have reserved 5 single and 20 double rooms fro m 
about EUR 55 ($72) for the single rooms and about EUR 80 
($ 105) for the double rooms. This price depends on how many 
members will stay at this hotel. Nice rooms with a bath or shower, 
TV and phone. The price includes a continental breakfast. 

We have also reserved 40 rooms in an upper class hotel just 
around the corner from the Westlicht Museum. Thjs hotel is a 
first class establishment and full y booked around the year. The 
price for a single room will be EUR 106 ($ 138) and for a double 
it is EUR 135 ($ 175). This price also includes a first class conti
nental breakfast. (All prices are based on current exchange rates 
and are approximate .. RJR) 

All three hotels are within a 3 to 10 minute slow walk either 
from the Westbahnhof railway station or the Westlicht Museum. 
If you plan to visit Vienna and enjoy the Convention, PLEASE 
LET US KNOW NOW OR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!! Send an 
email or give us a phone call. 
WARNING: 2006 is the Year of Mozart and the hotels will be 
fully booked in Vienna between May and July!! 

Hans Ploegmakers .... email toploegmakers@ talensfoto.nl 
Phone: 31 15 25 62 43 6 

Uti Koch ............... email touti_koch @t-online.de 
R. RotolonLrotoloni @msn.com or r.rotoloni @sbcglobaI.net 

We will make sure you have a hotel room! But you must 
do your part. As soon as you are sure you will attend and know 
your arrival date you MUST contact us! We wi ll let you know 
more detail s and inform you about reserving your room at the 
special rates. 

I there are any special requests, such as attending a concert 
or ballet, please let us know. We do have contacts to ask about 
these special events and of course, we will let you know about 
any special events planned for the celebration of the Mozart year. 

Hans & Uli 

I HOPE TO 
SEE YOU IN 

VIENNA, MAY 2006 
Our co-chairmen, Hans 
Ploegmakers (I) and Uli 
Koch, 'checking' things out 
in Vienna in May. They 
plan a well organized and 
full convention and a good 
time for all! 
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Hans & Uli 

I HOPE TO 
SEE YOU IN 

VIENNA, MAY 2006 
Our co-chairmen, Hans 
Ploegmakers (I) and Uli 
Koch, 'checking' things out 
in Vienna in May. They 
plan a well organized and 
full convention and a good 
time for all! 
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ALVLN DATTNER .... .......... .. ... a.l.datt@nis4u. com 
GERALD DAVIES ... gerald.davies6@ btopenworld.com 
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.. Ieicanikon @earthlink.net 
Web site .. www.cameraquest.com 

..... sinuoso@aol.colll 
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GREGORY HARRIS. ... . ... .. ...... ... .............. .. gregorygharris@sprynel.colll 
JOHN HARRIS.. .. . ........ exI20@yahoo.colll 
JONATHAN HARRJS. . ... . .jon@jonathanharris.co.uk 
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CHANG SHENG HUA 
TONY HURST 
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DON JONES..... ........ . ......... .. .... .. 
JANJO KER .......... .. .................. .. 
TOSHIKAZU KATO .. . .... ..... .. .................. . 

YUKI KAWAl.. ... 
TONY KEKALOS 
PETRA KELLERS ..... .. .. .. .. 

ROBERT KNOWLES 
ULRICH KOCH 
LOTHAR KOENIG .. 
JlMMYKOH .. . .. . 

ERNIE KRALICK .... 
BILL KRAUS 
FRED KRUGHOFF 
WOLFGANG KUSTER 
REINHARD KUTTNER 
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Web site 
..... .. sales @kohscamera.com 

. .... . .. . .. . kohscamera.com 
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....... r.kuttner@chelio.at 
...... nikonf@aol.com 
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EBERHARD LOEFFLER 
CHRIS LONN ............ . 
RONALD LoPINTO 
PETER LOWNDS 

ERNESTO LUCID I 
KARL MANTYLA .. 
JAMES MARTIN.. .. ........... .. 
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...... shalanaka @aol.colll 
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Website .... www5.justnet. ne.jp/-sp20001 
TED PAPPAS .. .. . .. ... . .. .. . . . . . . . . ... .. . .... tpappas999@aol.com 

Websi Ie ....... TedPappas.com 
BUD PRESGROVE . .... budbudwatch @aol.com 
BILL PRI GLE .... . . ........ redchips@aol.com 
RICHARD PURDIE ......... . . .. . rwpllrdie@aol.com 

ARTHUR QUINLAN ............ .. . ...... aquinlan@quinlansomervi lle.com 
.... philipramsden @telstra.com 

.................. danran3 @aol.com 
PHILIP RAMSDEN 
DAN RANDAL .. 
THIERRY RAVASSOD 
OLiVERREDDAWAY 
KENREISHER 

. ...................... Terry @magicworld.fr 
.. oliverreddaway @alpha.net.au 

............ .. .. . .. ................... . .. cameraken@aol.com 
.. . igorcamera @adelph ia.nel IGOR REZNIK .... . 

BOB ROGEN ... . ..... .. ... .. .............. . ......... teamrogen@sbcgloba l. nel 
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JERRY ROLD . . .. . .. . ... ... ................................... jlrold@l11chsi.com 
PHILIPPE SALOMON .. . . . .. . . ....... . . . ... . .. . ...... psaJomon @bluewin.ch 
GIL SANDBERG...... . .......... gsandberg@cs.com 
JOHN SANDERS ................. . ... . .. . ............ ... . . ...... . . sandersjm @aol.com 
CHRISTOPHER SAP.. . ..... .. .... . ........ christophe.sap @skyneLbe 
SERGIO SASSO........ ............ . .. . . ....... . .. . . .. .. . . . ... saxser@lin.it 
AL SATTERWHITE ............. . . 

RUDOLF SCHENKER .. 
PAUL SCHLOEGEL .............. . .. . . 
STEVEN SCHWARTZ 
LES SEELIGSON .. 
BOB SIMPSON 

.......... .. avsfilm@comcasLnet 
Webs ite .. ... alsatterwhite.com 

... rued ischenker@freesurf. ch 
... . psch loegel @cox.net 

. ... .. camerarts@ msn.col11 
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. ......... bob@stonernills.net 
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PETER SMITH ..... ............ . .. .... ..... ............ nikonsl11ith @aol.col11 
STEVENT. SMITH .. stscal11@centurytel.net 
STEVE STAYTON .... .. . ... . .. ... ... ..... . ..... sstayton@earthlink.net 
TOM SUROVEK ... . . . ........ ... . .. . . ... ... tomsurovek @aol.col11 
ROGER SWAN.. . . . . . . .. . ............. .. ... . .. swanfoto @iafrica.col11 
HENRY SWIECA ............... henrys @hcl11lly.col11 
MTKESYMONS ...... msymons6456@telus. net 
AKITO TAMLA . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . .. atam @fine.ocn.nejp 
RUTGER TEUSCHER. . ... ...... . ... . . .... rteuscher@surfeu.de 
STAN TAMARKIN . ....... . . . .. . ........ . ......... stan@tamarkin.col11 
TOM THOMSO . . ...... . .... . ..... .. . . . .. ... .. . . . . ..... . . tthol11son53 @col11casLnet 
ROBERT TRUDELL ..... . ... . ...... ............ . .. . .......... . ... trudellr@lv. rl11ci.net 
PATRICK TSANG .............................. . .......... patrick.tsang @dsguk.co.uk 
G.H. TSURUOKA. ... ....... ................. . ......... ... . gtroka @aol.col11 
JOHN UTTERSON .............................. .... ..... ... .. lItterson @sbcgiobai.llel 
GREG VANNASSE. ............. .. ........ ....... .... .. .. gregbuys @ade lphia. net 
PAUL-HENRY vanHAS BROECK.. . .. .. . . .. . .. hasbroeck@aol.col11 
KENNETH WAGNER. .................... . ................ . kenwagz @aol.com 
PETER WALNES. . ....... . . ...... . pwalnes @joe.truemesh.col11 
ROBERT WARWICK . ... . ..... triton.london @btinterneLcol11 
MEL WILNER ............. .. .. .... .. dplmd @nyc .IT.com 
BRIAN WOLFE..... . . ......... cameras @bpwltd.com 
RAY yOUNG... . .... . . ... alexyankovic @j uno.com 
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'n 
TOKYO 'GOODIES' 

While roaming around Tokyo in February with my wife and Stephen Gandy, we many camera stores, large and small. Prices 
were a bit lower than before so I decided I'd look for interesting accessories. At Akasaka Camera (close to the hotel that 
headquar tered NHS-Con9 last year) I found some nice pieces, at least for me as a user. The Nikon 50/1.4 hoods are expensive 
and prone to falling off so the discovery of a machined hood with a 43mm thread and nice ' cross drilling' for lightening the 
weight was a good find. It does look like something used in the food manufacturing industry, but it works well and is remarkably 
rigid. The other 'necessity' was SOmm back caps in aluminum, not cheap at $26 each, but have you priced the originals lately? 
At least it does protect that back element in your bag. Tom Abrahamsson 

Above .. No, it is not an original 21 finder. Somebody in Japan is 
making 'replicas' of several of the more elusive finders. There were 
a couple of variations of the 21 finder, this one in all black and 
another one with the chrome front surround. [liked the looks of the 
all black one better. They also had a replica 'Mini-35 finder ', but 
the original was less than useful and at $150, the replica was no 
improvement. Right .. Hoods and back caps ... the back caps are made 
of a thin alloy and look like they have been 'deep drawn' and then 
machined. Probably by someone who makes the little cans with clear 
caps that you can find at 'notions' outlets. They should be cheap to 
make and even anodize black. And look at those hoods. They are 
strong and light weight and not the snap-on type so easy to dislodge. 
These screw in. They look good on the 5011.4 on the black dial S2. 
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