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~ IMING TO FURNISH A SMALL, COMPACT 

J' GUIDE BC'OK WHICH MAY WITH NO IN

CONVENIENCE BE CARRIED IN THE POCKET 

FOR THE USE OF THOSE WHO CARE TO LEARN 

ONLY THE PRACTICAL PART OF MAKING EX-

POSURES, NO INSTRUCTIONS ARE HERE GIVEN 

FOR DEVELOPING OR FINISHING PICTURES. 

SUCH INSTRUCTIONS WI~L BE FURNISHED 

WHEN DESIRED. 

THE BLAIR CAMERA CO. 





DESCRIPTION OF PARTS. 

S. - The spring whieh is pulled out to set 

the shutter and pushed in to make the exp<>s-

ure. 

I. - Index for foeusing, marked for 6, 8, 

10, 15, 20, 30, 50 and 100 feet. For any

thing beyonel, the 100 mark is useel. 

F.F. - The two finelers for upright anel hori

zontal pietures. 

F.L. - Fineler Lenses. 

L. - Rapiel ,Reetili near lens, with revolving 

eliaphragm (D). 

Sh. - The shutter with T. C. (time catch 

useel in making time exposures. 

T . - Automatic tally. 



Fig. 2 . 

Figure 2 shows the slot in back of the Kam

aret through which is seen the punch mark 

in waste edge of film, which serves as an incli

cator in winding off exposures with the key, 

K. 



TO OPERATE THE KAMARET. 

A BOUT the only way one can slip up 

with the Kamaret is by having the re

volving diaphragm in wrong position. Hence 

it is necessary to do one of two things i.e: 

S et the diaPhragm 011 the la1ge opellùtg 

and leave it there, or reme",ber to look at 

this part bt;fore maki1lg expos1wes. 

The diaphragm has four spaces, three 

apertures and a blank. The sm aller the ap

erture used the sharper the picture but less 

light will he admitted, hence for ail in stan

taneous pictures in doudy weather, or in 

bright weather at less than 20 feet, always 

use the largest opening. For i nstantaneous 

pictures of distant views or landscapes in 

strong bright sunlight, use the next to largest 
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ope ni ng. The smallest aperture is intended 

ouly for time pictures. Paradoxical though 

it may appear to the 

tyro, an extremely 

distant view requires 

a shorter exposure 

than one within 20 

feet of the camera. 

Kamarets are 

shipped with the 

diaphragm set on the blank space, and \Vith 

the automatic tally set at No. o. 

Before using the Kamarct, it is a good plan 

t0 read the instructions carefully and operate 

the shutter a few times, noticing how the 

punch rod \Vorks in connection \Vith the 

spring S; practicing snap shots by holding 

the Kamaret and sighting through the finder 

as described, adjusting the time catch, etc. 
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Then turn the tally around to No. I. again 

and set the diaphragm. Every time the spring 

is pulled out, the tally moves up one number, 

hence it is best not to work the shutter after 

testing as above, unless a picture is to be 

taken. 

IIowever, if desirous of exhibiting the op

eration of the shutter, set the diaphragm on 

the blank space, and wh en through turn 

the tally around to number of last exposure : 

but be sure 10 sri the diaphra.!{1II on an ap

n'titre before using, and do not attempt to 

photograph through the brass dise. 

After adjusting the diaphraglll as explained 

above, turn the focusing index until the num

ber nearest to the estimated number of feet 

between the Kamaret and the object or view 

to be photographed is against the dot. Thus 
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if th.:: pi ct ure was to be taken at or about 

20 feet, the index would look like this : 

Pull out the spring 

S as far as it will go, 

to set the shutter; 

point the Kamaret at 

the view desired and 

locate it in one of 

the finders. lIole! the 

Kamaret steae!ily and· 

• 

push back the spri ng S to release the shutter, 

th us taking the first pic

ture. 

Tura the Kamaret about 

and with the thumb of right 

hane! press on the kllob 

e!irectly back of the hanclle. 

This opens the caver over the slot ill the back 

ane! a hale will be seen in the \Vaste edge of 
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the . film at the extreme left of the slot. 

This hole \Vas punched by means of the 

rod connected \VIth the spring S when the 

latter was pulled out prcparatory to taking 

the picture. Grasp the key with the left 

hand and turn it toward you until the hole 

or punch mark has traveled over to the 
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opposite end of the slot, and rem ove thumb 

from the knob. The used film having thus 

been wound off, the Kamaret is ready for 

the next picture, after focusing and setting 

the shulter as before described. 

Do not fail to pull the sprillg S way ou! 

as far as il will go when the shutter is to be 

set, otherwise no click will be heard when the 

spring is pushed in, the shutter will not oper

ate and no exposure will be made. 

Il is well to always \Vind off the used film 

immediately after making an exposure, but if 

in doubt whether this has been done, look in 

the slot at the hack and turn the key a trifle. 

If no punch mark is seen in the end next to 

the punch, it will indicate that the film in po

sition has not been exposed, and vice-versa. 

It is desi1-able to hold the Kamaret so that the 

direct rays of sunlight will not shi ne in the slot 
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when it's cover is openecl to wincl the film, as, 

though a shut-oft cushion is proviclecl, thcre is 

a possibility that such rays may strike in, a 

little beyoncl the waste eclge. 

While very goocl instantaneous pictures may 

be macle at long range in doucly or hazy 

weather with the large cliaphragm, the best re

sults are obtained only when strong bright 

sunlight is shining clirectly upon the object or 

view. If the sun is entirely obscurecl, instan

taneous exposures will clevelop more or less 

weak and thin, ancl a short time exposure is 

preferable. 

Always photograph from the sun, ne1Jer 

toward il unless "silhouette" pictures are 

clesirecl. Do not try to photograph moving 

objects at less th an 25 feet and encleavor to 

catch at an angle or coming toward the Kam

aret, nol when passing by clirectly in front. 
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Ali Kamarets except Petite are fitted \Vith 

an attachment to vary the speed of the shutter. 

For ordinary use the 

catch L should be in the 

position shown in dia

gram. To quicken the 0 

speed of the shutter for 

111arinc or othcr views in 

strong sunlight, or for moving objects, turn 

the catch L down against the shutter bed, 

before setling the shulter. 

TIME EXPOSURES. 

To secure a goocl photograph of an interior 

view, or of an exterior on a dark clay when 

.. snap shots" are impracticable, time expos

ures rnay he macle as folloll's: -

, \ Open the front of the Kamaret, pull out the 

spring and push it back slowly until the 



shutter just clears the time catch T. C. 

(see frontispiece). Holding the spring here, 

push the time catch into the slot. Set th» 

Kamaret on a tripod, table or rest, locate the 

view in the finder, adjust the focus and hold 

steady with the left hand. Push the spring S 

to release the shutter which will now stop at 

the time catch, thus leaving the lens un-

covcred. Count off the seconds and again 
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pull out the spring S to close the aperture . 

. Uter winding off the film, the Kamaret is 

ready for another time picture, with this ex

ception: w hen the time catch is set, the spring 

S cannot be pulled out far enough to actuate 

the punch rod and tally; hence, after each time 

exposure throw off the time catch and pull the 

spring ~vay out. The Kamaret will th us be 

left with the spring projecting, ready for anoth

er exposure. If it is not desired tu use the 

Kalnaret again at once, cover the lens with 

the plug and push in the spring to snap the 

shutter. 

If preferred, time exposures may be made 

by means of the plug or cap as with an orel in

ary camera. To cio this, close the front of 

the Kamaret with plug over lens before push

ing in the spring to open the shutter, after 
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setting the time catch. Then push spring, re

move plug, count ofT the time, replace plug, 

and 1"'// Olt' the spring. 

INTERIORS. 
The second stop or diaphragm aperture 

should generally be used. For unusuallY 

bright rooms, the smallest stop may be used 

with one-thirdlonger exposure, and in a badly 

lighted room the largest stop will be required, 

with an equal or longer exposure. 

Clear sun,; Iight-colored furnishings, win

dows on two sicles, 5 seconds; windows on 

one si de, JO seconds. 

Clear sun, clark-colored furnishings, windows 

on two sicles, 8 seconds; windows on one side, 

15 seconds. 

ln htlzy sunlight, make exposures one-half 

longer. \\ïth light douds make exposures 

twice as long. \\'ith heavy douds, three 

times as long. 
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In making interiors, it is best to have the 

Kamaret so situated that the windows will 

be back or at sicle of the lens. If it is neces· 

sary to inducle a winclow in the picture, clraw 

the curtains of this winclow. 

It is not aclvisable to make time pictures out 

of cloors with the Kamaret ex ce pt in douclyor 

dark weather. In doudy sunlight, a second 

with the smallest stop is sufficient for pictures 

at 20 feet or beyond, and an equal exposure 

\Vith the second stop for shorter clistances. J n 

clark, unless weather, two to four seconcls with 

stops as above. 

FLASH-LIGHT PICTURES. 

The primitive methocl of taking flash.light 

pictures is to focus the camera by gas or lamp 

light upon the group or room to be taken, 

turn clown the light, open the lens, ancl toucl'. a 



match to sorne magnesium powder placed in 

a metal pan held at one side and a little back 

of the lens. A brilliant flash follows, during 

which the exposure is made, and the shutter 

should tben be immediately closed. Pure 

magnesium powder may be obtained at 50 

cents for a box of one dozen powders, and the 

directions enclosed in each box, together \Vith 

those given herein for making time exposures 

with the Kamaret, will enable thç amateur to 

successfully photograph by this method. Im

proved flash lamps and other appliances for ad

ding to the convenience and beauty of this 

process are kept in stock by ail dealers in 

photo goods. \Ve recommend the IIemperley 

lamp, which will be supplied with complete 

instructions for $3.00. 
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RETURNING FOR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

\Vhen the film has been ail wound oIT and 

the last exposure made, the Kamaret may 

be returned unopened, to have the film re

moved and developed, the pietures finished 

and a fresh roll of film inserted. The Kam

aret should be earefully paekec\ in the wood 

box and sencler's name and address plaeed 

inside and out. l t is however so easy to re

moye the film and re-Ioad the Kamaret, that 

man y will prcfer to do this themselves. 

REMOVING THE FILM. 

A dark room may be found at the store of 

almost any dealer in photographie goocls, but 

if not accessible, procure a ruby lantern and 

select a dark c1oset: one absolutely dark , 
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and if any light leaks in around the door or 

corners, hang something over them. 

Light the ruby lamp and place a sheet of 

orange or "post-office" paper in front of it 

to soften the light. Detach the handle at one 

end and loosen the thumb screw under it. 

Press in the catch on bottom of the Kamaret 

and lift off the hack anel midelle sections. (See 

illustration below.) Throw off the pawl or 
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ratchet next to the key to allaw the reel to 

turn backwarcl, ancl carefully re-wincl the film as 

shown in illustration. Or, if preferrecl, the long 

pin attachecl to the key, which runs thraugh 

the reel, may be withclrawn ancl the film re

turnecl on the ree!, thlts savillg ally 1-e-willd

ing. Two extra reels are sent in the case. 

To withclraw the pin from the reel, turn the 

key arouncl very slowly, at the same time pull

ing it towarcl you, until the cross pin comes 

opposite the slot in the sicle ancl allows the 

long pin to slip out. 

Do not touch the sensitizecl or un cler-sicle 

of the film with the fingers any more th an 

requirecl, to avoid spotting it. Wrap it up in 

black paper, pack in a box and sencl by mail 

or express. Do not open your clark room 

until the film is secure!y wrapped up. 
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RE-LOADING TH E KAMA RET. 
Two wood supports, or cross-pieces, will be 

seen in the supply chamber. Remove these, 

!irst noting their position, the c10th covered 

edges facing each other. In the clark room 

remove from box the new roll of film and 

drop it in the supply cham ber. Pull out the 

end, lift it up and replace the inside cross

piece, then the outside one. Make sure that 

the sensitized or dull side of the film is 1l1lder-

111 ost, and draw it over the 

top. Push the end through 

the slot in the reel, taking a 

tum to make secure. The 

position of the film will now be as shown in 

annexecl diagram. 

Replace the middle and top sections, attach 

end of handle and tighten the thumh sere\\'. 

See that the tally is set at No. 0; observe the 
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ac1justment of the diaphragm and the Kamaret 

is again reac1y for use. 

If it is desired to cut off a number of ex

posures to be develùpec1 before the film is ail 

usec1, proceecl as already describec1, cutting 

the film at last punch-mark. Re-wind the 

usec1 film from the Tcel anc1 altach the fresh 

end as directed. To obviate wasting the film 

in re-allaching to the rccl, a number of paper 

enc1-pieces arc sent in each packing case. 

Moisten the gummec1 ec1ge anc1 altach to the 

film whcre cut apart. 

NOTE. - Do not attempt to winc1 the film 
whell tlle sprillg S is withdrrl'wlI, as the 
punch \\'ill then be apt to catch in the film 
and tear it. The best time to \\'intl off the 
film is j ust after mal,:ing an exposure. 

1'0 avoid jarring the Kamaret ",hen making 
"snap shots," it is advisab le to push in the 
spring S. p'lrtially ",hen sighting the view 
through the finder. A sligbt pressure will tben 
release the shutter. 



25 

PRIeE LIST. 
rl~hc IÜ11ll:\l'Ct , litted with H:\jlid H('('tilincar 

<lon\)le ('onllJÎnnt ion Ic n:-\ and lo:uletl with 
Blnir's fillil for fJ() piet.l1l'c:-;, with sole 
l ent llC'l' efll't'ying ('ase. $40.00 

2;; pi" .. ';0 pie· 100 pie. 
tul'e ..... tUI'C':". tnl'O:-;. 

lèxtmroll ,of m"ir', film , $1.50 i!':l.OO $(LOO 
Dl'\"elo ping", Prilltin~ & 

lllOl1nt ing on ~ilt-cdg(' 
<:ill'd~ S.in ï.;'W 1;).00 

Il t',·e lopillg uni y . 2.00 4.00 ~.OO 

Outiit fol' D CYl' loping and Pl'intin g 7. 50 
1\ Ibnnl fol' 100 Pictlll'es '2. nO 
P Cl'nmllt.'llt Cal'lJon li:nlill'g"C llltlnt::-, oS x 10, 

in hlack, l)1'OWI1, 1"t.'II , pUl'pl c. 01' .... epia, 
fl'Olll IÙl1l1ftl't't n egnti" c .... , e:1e!l ;~.OO 

Don1>l o Swing AUnchnH'nt fol' glass 
plate:-; or cnt til1ll~, wlth Oll(' ~'. "r, 
lI ol,ier [,.00 

Lca,tllcl' Cn.:--:(' [DrA tt":lelillll' ilt ilnd (i 
lI oldeno: 1.50 

Extl'H F ."'\Y. 110111 0 1':-5 fol' g}u~s pln.tcs, caeh 1.00 
'1 c nttilln " 1.00 

C:ln:-\s Pl ates, 4.'\ ;"i, pel' doz. .(;5 
Cut Fi 1111 l'Jat e8,4 x 5, 11<'1' tloz . .KO 
POlly COl1lpac-t Tripoli ;~.O() 

S:llnpl e ]ülllI:tl'ct PiC·tlll't':-:,;; ('t~. ('aell. 



Tne Blair Camera Co., 
MANUFACTURERS OF THE 

HA \JJI\ -EVE : 
ALSO THE 

KAMARE I l 
and 8lair's Celebrated 

Reversible Back, Ellglish COillDact, 
and other Cameras. 

ALSO, 

Lenses and Ge n eral Photo graph i e 
A pparatu s , D r y P I;'!tes, F ilm s, 

Bromide and Ar istotype Paper, etc. 

Our complete lllustrated Catalogue mailed up
on receipt of application and lwo stamps. 

SALESROOMS: 

471 TREMONT ST. BOSTON, MASS. 

451-453 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

918 ARCH ST., PHILADELPHIA. 

245'247 STATE ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 

E. &- H. T. Anthony &- @o. 
Trade Agents, N ew York. 
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